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View down Oxford Street, London | Victorian london, London, Victorian life
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The retirement of Sir Michael Hicks Beach from the
post of “hancellor of the Exchegquer occ

much more surprise than Tord Salisbury’s -
the Premiership., and the moment chosen gave ri.se to

SIK MICHAEL HICKS BEACH,
Ix 3irs Ronks As CHANCELLOR OF TH® ExcHsQUER.

the quite unfounded rumour that he had broken with
Mr. (fidlfour. Sir Michael made it clear that his resigna-
tion was due to no impulse.
two years ago,

He desired to quit office
and had remained in deference to Iord
S(lllbbu!'y wishes. Speculation that his
will cut hnn\( 1f free from Sir Michael’
our fiscal system seems rather premature. Sir \Ith’lL] s
political career began in 1863, when he was elected
member f()r East Gloucestershire, holding the seat until
1885 ; from 1885 he has repre nted West Bristol. His
chief offices have been Under-Secretary of the Home
Department and Secretary of the Poor ILaw Board, 1868 ;
Chief Secretary for Ireland. 1873-78, 1886-87; SocrLlarv for
the Colonie 1878-80 ;: Chancellor of the cchequer,
1885-86, President of the Board of Trade, 1888-g2; and
Chancellor of the Exchequer. 18g5-1902. Since the out-
break of the South African War Sir Michael’s task has
been anything but an enviable one.
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